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Government of Bihar
Home Department

Notification

Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt...2 S22 -/  Patna, Dated jO/[;L"/LS/
The Bihar e-Sakshya Management Rules, 2025

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 2(1)(a) of The Bhartiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (Act No. 46 of 2023) and in furtherance of the
objectives of digital integration under the Inter-operable Criminal Justice System
(ICJS), the Government of Bihar notifies the following rules namely:

Short title and
commencement

Definitions

(%

CHAPTER I
PRELIMINARY

These rules may be called the Bihar e-Sakshya Management
Rules, 2025 and they shall come into force from the date of
their publication in the Official Gazette of Bihar.

In these rules, unless the context otherwise requires, -

a)

b)

d)

e)

"CCTNS" means Crime and Criminal Tracking
Network and Systems, a system software used by the
Police for the collection of data and execution of
instructions;

“Chain of custody” means the documented process of
collection, transfer, and analysis of digital evidence
ensuring its authenticity and integrity, as per Section
193(3)(h) of the Sanhita;

“CIS" means Case Information System, a system
software used by the District Judiciary and High
Courts for the collection of data and execution of
instructions;

“Cloud platform” means a secure and interoperable
digital storage infrastructure integrated with ICJS;
“Digital evidence” includes all geo-tagged, time-
stamped electronic records captured through the e-
Sakshya application, in accordance with the provisions
of the Sanhita;

“eSign” means authentication of any electronic record
by a subscriber or Court, by means of the electronic
technique specified in the Second Schedule of the
Information Technology Act, 2000 (Act No. 21 of

e ciZ



g)

h)

)

k)

Dy

2000) and includes digital signature. Also, when a
process or report generated in electronic form is
authenticated by means of electronic signature, it shall
be deemed to be authenticated by signature of the
person who affixed the electronic signature;

“High Court” means the High Court of Judicature at
Patna;

“ICJS” shall mean Inter-operable Criminal Justice
System a software presently in operation for transfer of
information among various pillars of criminal justice
system, which includes investigating agencies, courts
correctional homes, forensic laboratories, prosecution,
and any other stakeholder as notified by the Central
Government;

“Investigating Officer” means any police officer or any
other person authorized by a competent authority or
empowered to undertake investigation for any offence;
“Sakshya” means any evidence collected/ recorded as a
document through e-Sakshya Mobile Application.
Sakshya consists of video recording(s), photograph(s),
photograph(s) of witness(s) etc., and photograph of the
investigating/recording officer. All evidence recorded
through e-Sakshya application shall generate a secure
packet of the event (hereinafter referred to as
Sakshya Packet” with a unique ID called SID, a unique
16 Digit ID (SID) with opening, closing time stamp
and geo-location. Each SID and its contents will have
unique hash value to ensure integrity. e-Sakshya will
be stored in immutable storage;

“Sanhita” means the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, 2023 (Act No. 46 of 2023) ;

“State Government” means the Government of Bihar;

c-

and

m) Words and expressions used, but not defined in these

rules shall have the same meaning as assigned to them
in the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023 (Act
No. 46 of 2023); the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023
(Act No. 45 of 2023); the Bharatiya Sakshya
Adhiniyam, 2023, (Act No. 47 of 2023) and the
Information Technology Act, 2000 (Act No. 21 of

2000)
|9 2



CHAPTER II
RESPONSIBILITIES OF INVESTIGATING OFFICERS

Gk of o 3. Every Investigating Officer shall:
Sakshya a) Record all relevant evidence (video/photo) as required
application.

under Sections 105, 173, 176, 180, 185 and 497 of the
Sanhita through the e-Sakshya application.

b) Generate a certificate under Section 63(4) (c) [Part-A of
the certificate] of the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam,
2023, which shall be e-signed via the application.

¢) Link each SID with the corresponding FIR number or
Station Diary (SD) number generated through CCTNS.

d) Ensure upload of Sakshya to the immutable cloud
storage which shall be deemed forwarded to the
Magistrate under Sections 105 and 185 of the Sanhita.

¢) Archive e-Sakshya Packets upon conclusion of the trial.

CHAPTER III
POWERS AND ROLE OF COURTS

4. Access and oversight by courts:
svc:::isgz?(:)y a) Courts shall access and manage Sakshya through the
courts. CIS or Sakshya portal integrated with ICJS.
b) Courts may permit sharing of Sakshya with the accused
and the victim’s counsel under Section 230 of the
Sanhita.
¢) Nothing in these rules shall restrict the Courts” power to
view and rely upon Sakshya as per applicable law.

CHAPTER 1V
OPERATIONAL FRAMEWORK

Mandatory use - e-Sakshya application shall be mandatorily used in cognizable
of e-Sakshya. offences where:
a) Punishment is for seven or more than seven years of
imprisonment;
b) Forensic examination is required;
c¢) Search and seizure is carried out; or
d) Crime scene videography is mandated under the
Sanhita.
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6.
Technical
details.
Infrastructure 7.

and training.

Technical details:

a) Each audio-video recording shall be limited to four (4)
minutes; multiple files as per requirement may be
created.

b) Geo-tagging and time-stamping shall be automatically
applied to all recordings and photographs.

c) Investigating Officer shall upload a selfie at the end of
each session to confirm presence.

d) Evidence shall be encrypted and stored in MP4 (video)
and JPEG (image) formats with unique hash values.

Infrastructure and training:

a) Investigating officers shall be provided with compatible
devices and internet connectivity.

b) State Governments shall allocate necessary funds for
training, and purchase and maintenance of
infrastructure.

CHAPTER V

PROCEDURE FOR COLLECTION OF EVIDENCE

Crime scene 8.
videography.

Search and
seizure.

Chain of 10.

custody.

.

Upload and
integration.

Submission to 12.

courts.

Monitoring
mechanism

13

Investigating officer shall photograph the witnesses and;
immediately record the scene of crime under Section 176 of the
Sanhita.

Entire proceedings of search and seizure under Section 105 of
the Sanhita shall be videographed. Videos/videographs
/photographs of seized items shall be uploaded alongside in
text or PDF format on the e-Sakshya application.

Investigating officer shall record and upload the handover of
evidence to authorized forensic agencies, maintaining digital
logs.

Digital evidence shall be uploaded within 24 hours unless
delay is due to connectivity failure, which shall be recorded.
Evidence shall be accessible through ICJS to authorized
stakeholders.

CHAPTER VI
COMPLIANCE AND OVERSIGHT
Evidence shall be forwarded to the concerned Magistrate
within 48 hours of upload. Each submission shall be
accompanied by a digitally signed Certificate of Authenticity.
The State Police Headquarters in consultation with the Home
Department, Government of Bihar shall appoint a Nodal

. 4



Penalties for
non-
compliance.

Public access.

Judicial
discretion.

Review and
amendment.

Saving Clause.

14.

5.

16.

17,

18.

Officer (not below the rank of Superintendent of Police) to
oversee implementation.

Investigating Officers failing to comply without valid reason
shall be liable for disciplinary action, as determined by the
State Government.

CHAPTER VII
MISCELLANEOUS

Information relating to arrested persons, under Section 37 of
the Sanhita may be displayed digitally at police stations
through e-Sakshya.

Nothing in these rules shall be deemed to limit the power of the
Courts to view the Sakshya by the Court.

These rules shall be reviewed annually by the Home
Department, Government of Bihar in consultation with the
National Informatics Centre (NIC) and may be amended to
address technological or operational developments.

These rules shall be in addition to, not in derogation of any
other Law or Rules for time being in force for accepting and
managing Sakshya by the Court in terms of the provisions of
Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam, 2023 (Act No. 47 0f 2023).

By the order of The Governor of Bihar

\O\\V\
(Sudhanshu Kumar Choubey)
Special Secretary-cum-incharge Director

Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt. &5 A2/ Patna, Dated /0//2../25

Copy Forwarded to :- Superintendent Secretariat Printing Press, Guljarbag,

Patna with C.D. right Copy with request to publish in
extraordinary issue of Bihar Gazette and provide 500
copies to this department.
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Special Secretary-cum-in}harge Director



_ Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt.. 2572/ Patna, Dated .0 /2. /257

Copy Forwarded to :- Incharge Officer, e-gazette cell finance department

with C.D. right Copy with request to publish above
notification in e-gazette.
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Special Secretary-cu}n-incharge Director

Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt.. %,722~ / Patna, Dated ../.Q.)//L//Lﬁ

Copy Forwarded to :- Principal Secretary of Governor/ Principal Secretary
of Chief Minister/ All Additional Chief Secretary/ All
Principal Secretary/ Director General of Police/ All
Secretary/ All Head of Department/ All Divisional
Commissioner/ All District Magistrate/ All Senior
Superintendent of Police/ All Superintendent of

Police, Bihar for information a@sary ac}ion.
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Special Secretary-cum-incharge Director

Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt..2.S7a.._/ Patna, Dated /€., /2 /2.<]

Copy Forwarded to :- Advocate General of Bihar and Registrar General, The
High Court of Judicature at Patna for information and

necessary action. &l\/
K
@\\V\

Special Secretary-cum-inicharge Director

Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt.2.S2a... / Patna, Dated (0//zr/2.§'

Copy Forwarded to :- Government of India, Ministry of Law and Justice,

Department of Justice, New D@infomaﬁgx.
\O\\V\

Special Secretary-cum-incharge Director

Memo No. Pro.Dir. (01)32/2025/Estt.. 2572/ Patna, Dated ..;.o./m,/.a.g

Copy Forwarded to :- 1.T Manager, Home Department, Bihar/Programmer,
Directorate of Prosecution, Bihar for information and
necessary action. /

RPN
Special Secretary-c -iﬁgm ge Director
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